55

About the quality of the Prudnik and Gogolin railway landscape

2011
No. 1(29)

Marek Konopka*

About the quality of the Prudnik and Gogolin railway landscape
One of the definitions of the landscape says that landscape is a physiognomy of the world that surrounds us.
Using a comparison we can say that the landscape can be
modified by means of different stylising activities in the
same way in which the face is decorated with make-up.
When the railway entered the panorama of the world,
nobody expected that it was going to become a significant
element of the landscape within the next forty years. Today
we can agree that it constitutes an indispensable part of the
cultural landscape. At the place where there was an intensified man’s activity, sooner or later iron horses arrived at
that terrain on the iron railways. Unfortunately, when we
observe the regression of the railway which has lasted on
the Polish land, we cannot resist the impression that the
face of the railway world is getting deep wrinkles. Thus,
the question arises what next? Does this face have to die in
the course of the natural cycle development?
In December 1896 a private Prudnik-Gogolin railway
started functioning. It was built as a one-track secondary
rail and it was supposed to facilitate the sale of crops of
local farmers and to run the transit traffic to some extent
[3]. Originally, the track had 11 stations (Prudnik,

tions the ticket offices and small waiting rooms were

VLWXDWHGRQWKHJURXQGIORRUDQGVLQFHWKHVVLJQDO

boxes as well. On the upper floors there were flats.
These buildings had basements. Some of them had warehouses which were built later – %LDáD=LHOLQDàąF]QLN
àRZNRZLFHZKLOHLQ.UDSNRZLFHDVHSDUDWHZDUHKRXVH

building with a loading platform was built. The excep-

WLRQ ZDV WKH VWDWLRQ EXLOGLQJV LQ 0RV]QD DQG .UREXV]

where small one-storey pavilions with a ticket office and
waiting room were built. The only station without buildings was Józefów; in Steblów only a brick shelter was
built which was similar to the bus stop [2].
The preserved station buildings were mostly built from
red clinker brick and were not plastered. They have concise two-storey forms, sometimes supplemented with
small warehouse extensions or signal boxes. They were
surmounted by wooden two-slope roofs with small pitch

/XEU]D -y]HIyZ %LDáD .UREXV] àąF]QLN =LHOLQD
6WU]HOHF]NL àRZNRZLFH .UDSNRZLFH *RJROLQ  DQG
WKUHH SDVVHQJHU VWRSV 0RV]QD 6WHEOyZ 2WPĊW 1.

Prudnik and Gogolin were contact stations with the pri-

PDU\WUDFNVRIWKH8SSHU6LOHVLD5DLOZD\ZKLOHLQ%LDáD

a technical station was located where there were steam
engines as well as passenger and cargo wagon sets.
There were also a two-stand roundhouse and a water
tower. Each of the stations had a loading platform or
loading place, weighing machine and additional tracks
which provided cargo wagons with a parking place and
enabled trains to pass each other. In small railway sta* )DFXOW\RI$UFKLWHFWXUH:URFáDZ8QLYHUVLW\RI7HFKQRORJ\

1 7KHVWDWLRQLQ2WPĊWZDVEXLOWLQZKLOHWKHVWRSLQ6WHEOyZ

in 1948. The other stations and stops functioned since the line was
opened.

)LJ.UDSNRZLFH2WPĊWSDVVDQJHUVWRS,QWKHIRUHJURXQGWKHKROH

after a removed track. The railway station building has been
completely transformed into living quarters and is preserved in good
condition. It is one of the few modernist stations in the Opole region
(photo: 0.RQRSND

,O3U]\VWDQHNRVRERZ\.UDSNRZLFH2WPĊW1DSLHUZV]\PSODQLH
ZLGRF]Q\GyáSRXVXQLĊW\PWRU]H%XG\QHNGZRUFRZ\]DPLHQLRQ\
]RVWDáZFDáRĞFLQDPLHV]NDOQ\LMHVW]DFKRZDQ\ZGREU\PVWDQLH
7RMHGHQ]QLHOLF]Q\FKGZRUFyZPRGHUQLVW\F]Q\FKQDWHUHQLH
Opolszczyzny (fot. 0DUHN.RQRSND
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Fig. 2. Lubrza station. The building has been transformed into living
quarters. Windows on the ground floor have been rebuilt and all
the frames have been ineptly exchanged. The ground floor elevation
has been painted (photo: 0.RQRSND

)LJ.UDSNRZLFHVWDWLRQ7KHEXLOGLQJLVLQKDELWHGRQWKHILUVWIORRU
7KHJURXQGIORRUKDVEHHQXQXVHGVLQFH7KHEXLOGLQJLVVTXDOLG
1HZDQGLOOVHOHFWHGZLQGRZIUDPHVLQWKHIODWDUHH[SOLFLW
(photo: 0.RQRSND

,O6WDFMD/XEU]D'ZRU]HF]DPLHQLRQ\QDGRPPLHV]NDOQ\

,O6WDFMD.UDSNRZLFH'ZRU]HFMHVW]DPLHV]NDQ\QDSLĊWU]H3DUWHU
MHVWQLHXĪ\WNRZDQ\RGURNX%XG\QHNMHVW]DQLHGEDQ\5D]LQRZD
LĨOHGREUDQDVWRODUNDRNLHQQDZPLHV]NDQLX IRW0.RQRSND

Przebudowano okna w parterach i nieudolnie wymieniono

FDáąVWRODUNĊ(OHZDFMHSDUWHUXSRPDORZDQR IRW0.RQRSND

Technical condition of the line as well as infrastructure
and roof ridge system. Some buildings were equipped
with risalits with tops. They emphasise an axis and sym- and buildings can be described as bad. Railway tracks are
metric form of railway stations. These buildings have covered with bushes and in some places the rails were stoEULFN GHWDLO RI FRUQLFHV MHUNLQ KHDGV RI URRIV DQG IUDP- OHQ7KHWUDFNEHWZHHQ*RJROLQDQG.UDSNRZLFHZDVWRWDOO\
ings. Windows are surmounted by arches and the original GLVDVVHPEOHG7KHSODFHLQIURQWRIWKHWUDLQVWDWLRQLQ2WPĊW
MRLQHU\ ZDV ZRRGHQ 7KH\ DOO FDQ EH GHILQHG DV QHR presents an unusual site – opposite the railway station build*RWKLF 7KH EXLOGLQJ LQ 2WPĊW LV GLIIHUHQW ,W KDV ZLGH ing there is a platform and next to it a big hole in the ground
rectangular windows, a deep arcade with an exit to the which was left after the tracks were removed along with the
platform and a high steep hip roof with dormers. This VWRQHIRXQGDWLRQ )LJ 7KHUDLOZD\VWDWLRQZDVDGDSWHGLQ
building, which was built much later than the other rail- whole to residential purposes and its front part was surrounded by a fence thus forming a private residential area.
way stations, can be safely called modernistic.
7KLV WUDFN IXQFWLRQHG LQ VXFK D IRUP WLOO WKH V A similar situation can be observed in Lubrza. In front of the
Progressing regression of the railway in Poland did not railway station, which is now a residential building, the
RPLWLWHLWKHU,QWKHVSDVVHQJHUDQGWKHQJRRGVWUDIILF

UHVLGHQWVVHSDUDWHGDJDUGHQDUHD )LJ ,QERWKRIWKHVH

was withdrawn gradually [4]. The flood of July 1997 made two places the residents’ care is limited to their own sepait impossible to cross the Odra River through the bridge rated areas, while the other parts of the station are left alone.
and the bridge did not function any longer. Since that time $WWKHVWDWLRQLQ.UDSNRZLFHFRPSDQ\DSDUWPHQWVDUHVWLOO
the transport of goods took place only between Prudnik and used, however, the ground floor of the building, which was
.UDSNRZLFHDQGLWZDVVRRQOLPLWHGWRWKHGLVWDQFH3UXGQLN
±%LDáD$WWKHHQGRIWKHILUVWGHFDGHRIWKHst century the

traffic on this railway line was stopped [1].

Fig. 5. The pedestrian footbridge on the railway bridge over the Oder

)LJ7KHUDLOZD\EULGJHRYHUWKH2GHUEHWZHHQ.UDSNRZLFHDQG2WPĊW

EHWZHHQ.UDSNRZLFHDQG2WPĊW7KHWUDFNZDVUHPRYHGDIWHUWKH-XO\

1997 flood. A pedestrian footbridge has been in operation here since

The western span fell down during the July 1997 flood. It was repaired
but the traffic has not been restored (photo: 0.RQRSND

WKHV$WSUHVHQWWKHUHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKHEULGJHLQWRDURDGRQH
is under considerationn (photo: 0.RQRSND

,O0RVWNROHMRZ\QDG2GUąSRPLĊG]\.UDSNRZLFDPLD2WPĊWHP
3U]ĊVáR]DFKRGQLHXOHJáR]DZDOHQLXSRGF]DVSRZRG]LZOLSFX
=RVWDáRRQRQDSUDZLRQHMHGQDNUXFKXNROHMRZHJRQLHSU]\ZUyFRQR
(fot. 0.RQRSND

,O.áDGNDGODSLHV]\FKQDPRĞFLHNROHMRZ\PQDG2GUąSRPLĊG]\
.UDSNRZLFDPLD2WPĊWHP7RUXVXQLĊWRSRSRZRG]L]OLSFDU
.áDGNDGODSLHV]\FKIXQNFMRQXMHWXRGODW;;Z2EHFQLHUR]ZDĪD
VLĊSU]HEXGRZDQLHPRVWXQDGURJRZ\ IRW0.RQRSND
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)LJ=LHOLQDVWDWLRQ7KHVWDWLRQEXLOGLQJVKDYHEHHQWRUQGRZQ2QO\
fragments of the ramp have remained (photo: 0.RQRSND
,O6WDFMD=LHOLQD=DEXGRZĊGZRUFRZąUR]HEUDQR3R]RVWDá\
MHG\QLHIUDJPHQW\UDPS\ IRW0.RQRSND

to serve as a passenger service department, is still closed
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)LJ%LDáD3UXGQLFNDVWDWLRQ7KHVWDWLRQLVDEDQGRQHGDQGVTXDOLG

In comparison with other stations on this line it boasts richer brick
details (photo: 0.RQRSND
,O6WDFMD%LDáD3UXGQLFND'ZRU]HFRSXV]F]RQ\L]DQLHGEDQ\
:SRUyZQDQLX]LQQ\PLVWDFMDPLQDOLQLLSRVLDGDERJDWV]\GHWDO
ceglany (fot. 0.RQRSND

)LJ 7KHUHVLGHQWVRIWKLVEXLOGLQJ±ZLWKRXWSHUPLVVLRQ

but in good faith – occupied a fragment of the station railway sibilities to restart the railway traffic without the need to
tracks and are trying to keep it in order. This view is comple- build new flyovers.
Observing this situation we can ask a question conmented by two big signal boxes flanking the station entrancHVLQ.UDSNRZLFHZKLFKDUHOHIWDORQHDQGUXLQHG3HRSOH cerning the quality of the landscape which was shaped in
could cross the River Oder through a huge steel bridge from this way. The elements, which form the landscape, were
which the track was removed. It still exists because it has created in an intended way and were subordinated to the
a footbridge which significantly facilitates transport between transport idea. They were built as permanent elements.
2WPĊWDQG.UDSNRZLFH )LJ 7KHVWDWLRQVLQ=LHOLQD For a few dozen of years of functioning they acquired
àRZNRZLFH0RV]QDDQG.UREXV]ZHUHWUHDWHGYHU\GUDVWL- many cultural values – economical, aesthetic and historiFDOO\ )LJ ZKHUHDOOWKHEXLOGLQJVZHUHSXOOHGGRZQThe cal. In the end, they have become a symbol of the time
rest of the structures, which are connected with this railway and place. At some time, however, this continuity and balline are not used and ruined. We can mention here the rail- ance were broken. The present way of using the lines and
ZD\VWDWLRQVLQ%LDáD )LJ àąF]QLN )LJ 6WU]HOHF]NL accompanied buildings is not organized but simply cha)LJ DVZHOODVWKHQHDUE\ZDUHKRXVHDQGXWLOLW\EXLOG- otic. The cultural landscape constitutes a result of man’s
LQJV$WWKHVWDWLRQLQ%LDáDWKHUHLVDOVRDZDWHUWRZHU7KH activity. Therefore, how to name the landscape in which
route between the stations is treated differently. On the way man stopped his activity? We can claim that the lack of
IURP3UXGQLNWR.UDSNRZLFHDOOUDLOZD\FURVVLQJVDUHSUH- active actions also constitutes a manifestation of man’s
served and new crossings were built along the by-passes of activity. But, where will this lead to and what kind of
3UXGQLNDQG%LDáD&RPSOHWHO\GLIIHUHQWDFWLRQVZHUHWDNHQ image of the surrounding world does it give?
The presented landscape of the railway line from
RQWKHZD\IURP.UDSNRZLFHWR*RJROLQ$IWHUWKHUDLOZD\
track had been destroyed, the embankment was crossed with Prudnik to Gogolin can be defined as degraded. It lost the
several roads, including a highway, and there were no pos- values and significance which it had during the time of

)LJàąF]QLNVWDWLRQ&XUUHQWO\WKHVWDWLRQEXLOGLQJLVXQXVHG3HULRGLFDOO\
small wholesale outlets function there (photo: 0.RQRSND

Fig. 9. Strzeleczki station. The building is abandoned and unsecured,
and the area around squalid (photo: 0.RQRSND

,O6WDFMDàąF]QLN2EHFQLHEXG\QHNGZRUFDQLHMHVWXĪ\WNRZDQ\
2NUHVRZRIXQNFMRQXMąZQLPPDáHKXUWRZQLH IRW0.RQRSND

,O6WDFMD6WU]HOHF]NL'ZRU]HFMHVWRSXV]F]RQ\LQLH]DEH]SLHF]RQ\
DWHUHQZRNyá]DQLHGEDQ\ IRW0.RQRSND
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)LJàRVLyZVWDWLRQRQWKH2SROH±:URFáDZOLQHUHEXLOWLQ±
DVDSDVVHQJHUVWRS3ODWIRUPVZHUHUHEXLOWPRQXPHQWDOZKHHO-

chair ramps were built, the loading ramp and additional tracks were
removed. The building was left unchanged (photo: 0.RQRSND

,O6WDFMDàRVLyZQDOLQLL2SROH±:URFáDZSU]HEXGRZDQD
ZODWDFK±QDSU]\VWDQHNRVRERZ\3U]HEXGRZDQRSHURQ\

zbudowano monumentalne pochylnie dla wózków inwalidzkich,

]OLNZLGRZDQRUDPSĊLGRGDWNRZHWRU\'ZRU]HFSR]RVWDZLRQREH]
zmian (fot. 0.RQRSND

efficient functioning of the railway. The function of technical condition as regards the passing time indicates technical and usage agony. The landscape looks as if it was
dying. It is weakened and comes under pressure of external elements and disappears. The spontaneity of these
transformations is also striking. The matter left without
DQ\SXUSRVHIXODFWLYLWLHVEHFRPHVWKHVXEMHFWRIDFFLGHQtal and more and more numerous transformations which
are provoked by neighbouring and stronger elements.
When we talk about a disappearing landscape and
spontaneous landscape, it is worth asking a question
whether – like a human face – we should allow it to get
older and die and accept this as unavoidable and natural.
However, a domain of culture is its continuity. For that
reason alone, we ought to take care of the heritage quality.

&RPLQJ EDFN WR WKH 3UXGQLN±*RJROLQ UDLOZD\ ZH FDQ

start to specify the activities which are aimed at protecting
its cultural values. Its present condition allows working out
a method which shall make it possible to preserve most of
its crucial features. Thorough examinations shall let us
choose the range of revitalisation possibilities and revalorisation. A good example – or in other words learning based
on mistakes – can be the modernisation of the railway line

2SROH±:URFáDZ7KHIDFWLVWKDWERWKRIWKHOLQHVGLIIHULQ

)LJ/HZLQ%U]HVNLVWDWLRQRQWKH2SROH±:URFáDZOLQHUHEXLOWLQ
±3ODWIRUPVZHUHUHEXLOWWKHQHWZRUNRIWUDFNVZDVUHRUJDQ-

ised, the signal box was reduced to the role of a level crossing attendant’s post. The station building was renovated inside and the elevation was rebuilt. The freight yard was renovated. The warehouse and
housing buildings were left unchanged (photo: 0.RQRSND

,O6WDFMD/HZLQ%U]HVNLQDOLQLL2SROH±:URFáDZSU]HEXGRZDQD
ZODWDFK±3U]HEXGRZDQRSHURQ\SU]HRUJDQL]RZDQRXNáDG
WRUyZ]GHJUDGRZDQRQDVWDZQLĊGRUROLSRVWHUXQNXGUyĪQLF]HJR
%XG\QHNGZRUFDSU]HV]HGáUHPRQWZQĊWU]LSU]HEXGRZĊHOHZDFML
2GQRZLRQRSODFáDGXQNRZ\=DEXGRZĊPDJD]\QRZąLPLHV]NDOQą
pozostawiono bez zmian (fot. 0.RQRSND

LPSRUWDQW GXULQJ WKH PRGHUQLVDWLRQ 1HYHUWKHOHVV WKHVH
REMHFWV ZHUH DGDSWHG WR WKH SUHVHQW QHHGV RI WKH UDLOZD\

transport. Functions of technical buildings were changed

VLJQDOER[HV±JDWHPDQ¶VORGJHV EXLOGLQJVRIORFDOJRRGV

transport service were liquidated (loading platforms, rail-

ZD\ VLGLQJV ZHLJKLQJ PDFKLQHV  EXLOGLQJV RI SDVVHQJHU
VHUYLFH GHSDUWPHQW SODWIRUPV VKHOWHUV ZDLWLQJ URRPV 

were renovated and rebuilt. At the same time, accompanying residential and warehouse functions were preserved.
So, there are tools and possibilities. There must be only
people who want to use them to improve the present condition. Even in the situation when no train will ever go from
Gogolin to Prudnik, all the existing railway buildings can
be used in a proper way and brought back to life along with
their values. The things that are now happening spontaneously and chaotically need to be directed by experts.
However, what we need is the will of owners and determination of institutions which are responsible for the order
and aesthetics of the space. It is really surprising that all the
problems presented here concerning the small railway line
are completely strange for the landscape of the neighbour-

their significance and possibilities; however, we can cer- LQJ&]HFK5HSXEOLF7KLVDOORZVXVWRGUDZDFRQFOXVLRQ
tainly compare them with regard to the landscape quality. that the condition of the Polish railway, which is reflected
5HQRYDWHGVWDWLRQVLQàRVLyZ )LJ DQG/HZLQ%U]HVNL in the decrease of landscape values, is only a sign of disor)LJ   VKRZ WKH SRVVLELOLWLHV RI DFWLRQV7KHUH PD\ EH ganisation and ‘a sin of neglecting’ becomes the main value
VRPH REMHFWLRQV DV UHJDUGV WKH DHVWKHWLFV RI UHQRYDWHG of the Polish cultural landscape.
structures. It shows that economical aspects were most
Translated by B. Setkowicz
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2MDNRĞFLNUDMREUD]XNROHLSUXGQLFNRJRJROLĔVNLHM
1DSU]HVWU]HQLG]LHMyZNROHMVWDáDVLĊQLHRG]RZQąF]ĊĞFLąNUDMREUD]X NXOWXURZHJR 1D SU]HáRPLH ;,; L ;; Z SRZVWDáD ORNDOQD OLQLD
NROHMRZD]3UXGQLNDGR*RJROLQD3RZVWDáRSU]\QLHMNLONDQDĞFLHVWDFML

i wiele obiektów kubaturowych o wyrazistym charakterze. Wznoszone

Z GXFKX QHRJRW\NX ]QDNRPLFLH RGGDZDá\ yZF]HVQą VW\OLVW\NĊ
5HJXODUQ\UXFKQDWHMOLQLLRGE\ZDáVLĊGRNRĔFDODW;;Z2GWDPWHMSRU\FDáDLQIUDVWUXNWXUDOLQLLSRSDGDZUXLQĊ'XĪDF]ĊĞü]DEXGRZ\
]RVWDáDUR]HEUDQDNLONDRELHNWyZZ\NRU]\VW\ZDQ\FKMHVWQDFHOHPLHV]-
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NDOQHLXVáXJRZHDSR]RVWDáHQLV]F]HMąQLHXĪ\WNRZDQH3RMDZLDVLĊWX
S\WDQLH R LVWRWĊ WDNLHJR NUDMREUD]X 1D SHZQR MHVW RQ ]GHJUDGRZDQ\
L FRUD] EDUG]LHM SU]\SDGNRZ\ 'OD GEDáRĞFL R G]LHG]LFWZR NXOWXURZH
QDOHĪDáRE\ SRGMąü RGSRZLHGQLH G]LDáDQLD UHZDORU\]DF\MQH :]RURZDü
PRĪQD VLĊ QD PRGHUQL]RZDQHM OLQLL NROHMRZHM ] 2SROD GR :URFáDZLD
,VWQLHMą ERZLHP QDU]ĊG]LD L PRĪOLZRĞFL E\ ]GHJUDGRZDQH HOHPHQW\
NUDMREUD]yZNROHMRZ\FKSU]\ZUyFLüGRĪ\FLDL]DKDPRZDüSRVWĊSXMąF\
VSDGHNZDUWRĞFLNUDMREUD]RZ\FK
6áRZDNOXF]RZHNROHMVWDFMDGZRU]HFNUDMREUD]UHZDORU\]DFMD
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