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The route of wooden churches in Olesno County — a sketch

Olesno CountyRovia) is one of the twelve counties(Gming which was connected to the neighboring Klucz-
in the Opole Provincevpivodship (Fig. 1), located in its bork County and ‘gained’ the area of Rudniki and Praszka
south-east corner. This is the area of the former Duchy of
2SROH WKH /DQG RI :LHOX DQG ARIOHVID 7ZKHIIH ROH FNDO OR
tice different wood architecture traditions from the soutt
of Poland.

Fig. 1. Location of Olesno in Poland, Fig. by author
,0 3R4R*HQLH 20HVQD Z VNDOL

As a result of the administration reform of Poland
which was implemented a few dozen of years ago, Ol¢
sno County was incorporated into Opole Province (Fic
2), and its area was also changed. Compared to its origir
borders, the County ‘lost’ Lasowice Wielkie Commune

Fig. 2. Map of Olesno County, Fig. by author
J)DFXOW\ RI $UFKLWHFWXUH :URF&DZ 8QLYHU VWI2Mafal pdviiatuko@$skioge,Jryc. autor
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Fig. 3. Map of locations of wooden churches in Silesia
GHYHORSHG E\
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regulations introduced in Prussia on reductiorhefuse of
wood which was needed for the development of img (&L
The location of churches depended on a number of so-
cial, political, and historical factors as well as geography
and nature. There are two main types of location — inside
and outside a village. In the case of the latter, churches
were located on hills [16]. This type of location was noted
E\ *HUPDQ UHVHDUFKHUV RI WKDW DUHD D
:DU ,, DV SURYLGLQJ WKH EHVW YLHZ DQG
fend, and in respect of liturgy — as the most exposed and
WKH HDVLHVW WR QG 6XFK D ORFDWLRQ
the spatial composition of the whole settlement by pro-
viding an increased scenic exposure and a landmark. The
purely construction aspect should not be ignored either.
It is important to choose a location for wooden structures
which is less exposed to water, has a better exposure to
wind and sunlight, and undoubtedly a location on a hill
provides such conditions. There are also other types of lo-
cation which cannot be explained by rational reasons. In
VXFK FDVHV LW LV RIWHQ WKH KLVWRU\ RI
is connected with some past events often incorporated in
legends or miracles as in the case of the Church of St.
Anne in Olesno.
The distinctive features of the churches presented in
this paper included their towers whose design was con-

,0 0DSD UR]JPLHV]F]HQLD GUHZQLDQ\FiHedt&d miithathé Wirolev BuildiRd. H-oo histobical reasons,

RSUDF LOHV]F]

as mentioned earlier, all church towers which have been
preserved in the area of the County are post-and-beam or
frame structures.

&RPPXQHV ZKLFK KLVWRULFDOO\ DOEBD\WURHQRQJHXG KALR YIHHPGIXQW RI DOO ZRR!
Upland. DQQH[HV LV WKH &KXUFK RI 6W $QQH LQ 5R
That is why this paper presents all churches locatgdDPH RI WKH FLW\ RI 5RVHQEHUJ WKH SDUV
at present within the borders of Olesno County, and nBtK DSHOV ZDV EXLOW LQ WKH VKDSH RI D U
on the basis of their location in historically independent WV EXLOGHU * WKH FDUSHQWHU PDVWHU
areas. Historically, this area with the main city — OlesnbW ¢ UVW LQWHQGHG WR EXLOG WKRVH 33Ul
O VNLH ZzDV ORFDWHG DW WKH- MMRQUPV LHRZ RYMWZ D W ZRRIG GRHEVQAQRPW VXEPL
portant for the region — the Amber Road from the Balc HVLIJQHG WKH FKDSHQY, Z15A18].D WZR VLGH
tic Sea through Moravia to southern Europe and the SaltFor static reasons typical tower walls were slightly
5RDG IURP .UDNyZ WKURXJK :UR F#é&lZwiicR f&etiirel iZ trdu¢WnhbteQre§uend Wan much
of the continent. A well developed network of settlemenssmpler towers with straight walls. It was Dienwiebel who
provided good conditions for the development of a larggUVW GHVFULEHG WKH FKDUDFWHULVWLF |
number of wooden churches [13]. systematically divided them into types [3] (Fig. 4).
In 1871, in his paper on wooden churches in Upper 7TKH ARRU SODQV RI WKH FKXUFKHV FRX
Silesia, Luchs listed 194 such churches in that area [They demonstrate, however, a few characteristiturfes
pp. 109-121]. 137 of them have survived until today taken directly from the Latin liturgy. As a rulejtivvery
Upper Silesia (Fig. 3), 18 of which are located in the aré&aw exceptions, the sanctuary was much narrower tte
of Olesno County. Still at the end of the@entury, there QDYH 7KLV FDXVHG D QXPEHRGRIQGLI¢FXO\
were 20 of them, however, several of them were destroygductures and that is why the researchers wemised
LQ D VHULHV RI ¢UHV DQG WKH I Whith its consistent use. However, it has not bestardhined
A few characteristic types can be distinguished ramowhether the pattern for wooden ecclesiastical mghklin
wooden churches in Olesno County on the basiseif thSRODQG ZDV WDNHQ GLUHFWOPRDURP WKH :F
IRXQGDWLRQ 7KH\ ZHUH SDGHX Rty aohit€reFoK KoohRHe Mvdoddd Xai@hitectunich
the church or private founders; cemetery churcbestéd was much more popular in those times. This opirigon
by existing or newly established cemeteries andveot shared by the Polish researcher of wooden ecdiesias
churches characteristic of the times of wars amdeegics, DUFKLWHFWXUH LQ 6LOHVLD* -@HI ODWXV]F
including a special type of the so called bubohiarch. W ZDV +HUEHUW 'LHQZLHEHO ZKR ¢(UVW I
All wooden churches in the area of Opole Regiort buchurches in his publication on wooden churches in Lower
between the Hand 19" centuries were log structures. Théilesia [3, pp. 88-93]. The churches built for Protestants
churches built after 1742 had towers which werébéim have the most simple plan (Type A). The oldest churches,
framed (post-and-beam) or frame structures beaafutee  which one can come across now, are Type B churches with



7KH URXWH RI ZRRGHQ FKXUFKHYV LQ 20HVQR &RXQW\ #%65D VNHWFK

)LJ 9LHZ RI WKH UDGLDWLQJ RKDERQWHPQRKH &
Fig. by author

,0 :LGRN QD ZLHQLHF NDSOLF W\ FDRWRUZ $QQ
Fig. 4. Types of plans of wooden churches in Opole Silesia,
[3, pp. 88-93]
,0 7\S\ U]XWyZ NR FLRAYyZ GUHZQLDQ\FK QD O VNX 2SROVNLP
[3, s. 88-93]
_ yLJ 9LHZ RI WKH ERG\ RI WIQH 28KIMFK R 6W
a rectangular nave, sanctuary, and sacristy. The most pop- Fig. by author
ular was Type C where the sanctuary has a three-sided end ‘LGRN QD NRUSXV NR FLR4D Z $QQ\ Z 20F

and slightly shorter or elongated sacristy in relation to the
sanctuary. There are also examples of naves with three-
sided ends from the east or from the west (Type D). Thd8¢ Still today one can admire that pine tree krbuilt into
PRVW VLPSOH W\SHV RI ARRU SO DNMXWH ZAHKXH) KM E DIKL D @ RUD WDQKMEFLUDOW P E
variants with additional chapels from the side of the sartbe place of that miraculous salvation comes frdd¥#1The
tuary or the nave which could be extended [29]. Howevep, UVW ZRRGHQ FKXUFK EXLOQWJKQ WIEBRWHS
WKH PRVW RULJLQDO ARRU SO D QhaZéaNerXi@ite Riatds Back ® 051 8WABCOriifagRaunty, K H
Church of St. Anne in Olesno with radiating chapels ontlae shrine was built by Marcin Snopek — the cagramias-
SODQ RI D URVH ZLWK ¢YH SHWDONHU\ERUWQ 4K FKDANYVY D®RHADCALFIDYA. QJ L
distinguished by Dienwiebel [3, p. 91] (Fig. 5). sources mention three forms of his last name: Jn&wm-
It is even known how much money was paid to theek, and Senepek [4, p. 48], [7, p. 310]. As thealver of
carpenter for his work. It was 7KDOHUYV H D pilgrirdag®¥ grew, it became necessary to exteneXiséng
*URVKHQV HDFK *URVKHQ ZLWK stradiu@eH7y InDEB8 iz Oddybithe BhQrch dmeeXxeR by
OLWHUV RI U\H OLWHUV RI ZXH W G L D W L@JH UQY GXIO\WHDQRNAD ERLD/EKI OV F
EXFNZKHDW OLWHUV RI EDU O lk\sixth side baird the cdhme®icanQaQHe WodihefdRumay, V
OLWHUV RI SHDV TXDUWYV R lafE aWwavddriJcopult Xoppad 5y la iRet) Ibcatdlsitiay
WKUHHVFRUHV RI FKHMHK\YHSE]. E D U WendaVpdtl TRe-hedds of the windows both im#nes and
The journey around the area of almost over 976 krim the sanctuary were semicircular, whereas thedaf the
should begin from the most precious historic mominoé windows in the radiating chapels allude to the sylisin of
the Land of Olesno —the&a KXUFK RI1 6W $Q Qlbsk iQ the2 Cokt\df@rims of Olesno, being otigeaiost in-
(Fig. 6). It is the only church in this area bait a pilgrim- teresting forms of Baroque in wooden architectig@uring
DJH ¢OLDO FKXUFK RI WKH G DRJLWHLAME ahdIeviCirEles. 1K OR B kattisty witsfiom
church, located in a little out-of-the-way plaaghtioutside the north-east side of the sanctuary (Fig. 7).
of the town, is connected with a romantic legenouélthe The whole church has a number of features character
daughter of a townsman from Olesno who was mirasijfo istic of wooden architecture of the region: abdwe ¢hoir
saved as a result of St. Anne’s intervention goidetree hid supported on two columns there is a wooden tovwseit
the girl with its branches from robbers who werasihg her by a bulbous cupola, whereas the nave and theusanct






























